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Course Schedule

Institute for Public Health Practice, Research and Policy

Tuesday, February 3rd, 10:00am-11:30am CST Live Learning Session #1 – Kick off

“Work at home”  Course 1 and  homework.

Tuesday, February 10th, 10:00am-11:30am CST Live Learning Session #2

“Work at home”  Course 2 and  homework.  

Tuesday, February 17th, 10:00am-11:30am CST Live Learning Session #3

“Work at home”  Course 3 and  homework 

Tuesday, February 24th, 10:00am-11:30am CST Live Learning Session #4



Course Objectives

By the end of this course, participants will be able to:

• Select the appropriate chart type for your data

• Identify critical formatting elements for effective data 
visualizations

• Create data visualizations for basic descriptive epidemiological 
data

• Create data visualizations that demonstrate comparisons and 
evaluation

• Describe the difference between common visualization tools 
such as infographics, data placemats, and data dashboards



Small Group Activity

20 minutes
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Small Group Activity – 20 minutes

In your breakout groups,
• Share your data visualization

• Remind group members of your target 
audience

• Have group members indicate what message 
they get from your visualization. 

• Was your visualization successful?



Debrief

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under  CC BY-SA-NC

https://formacioncontinua.ufm.edu/tecnica/debrief/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Ok, so now I know how to create an effective 
chart/graph but is one chart enough?  

When would I use an Infographic or a Dashboard?

Institute of Public Health Research and Policy





Your Visualization Tool Should Follow Your Conceptual 
Model/Framework/Theory of Change 

Institute of Public Health Research and Policy

The Good Old 
Logic Model



Using the What? So What? Now What? Format
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Why Do We Have Such Bad Coffee in Our Office?
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How To Add Context to Your Chart/Graph

Ann Emery  DepictDataStudio.com



Questions?



Share your 
visualization!
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If you want more feedback on 

your project, submit it to

abigail-stock@uiowa.edu by 

Mar 9th and the trainers will 

provide you with feedback.
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OVERALL VIZ CONSIDERATIONS

• The chart highlights the most important finding

• Use the most appropriate chart type for the data you have (check 
out the chart choosers)

• Use the level of precision that your audience requires (only 
scientists get excited about decimal points)

• Create something meaningful—do not use defaults (EXCEL is your 
friend)

• Your use of color, text, graphics, arrangement all support what 
you want to communicate to your audience.

• Bring equity into your visualization!



Questions?

Comments?
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Thank you!
anjali-deshpande@uiowa.edu
vickie-miene@uiowa.edu
abigail-stock@uiowa.edu 
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